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Editorial;  Most people have ad a good yield this year..especially Tom! Over 

1000lbs.of honey! For those that havenõt there is always next year! 

The Apiary sessions have been great and the reports afterwards have been really 

useful to everyone. Many thanks to all who attended on Sunday mornings and 

especially to Philip who is always there despite being poorly earlier this year. Thanks 

also to everyone who worked on the show stands especially John Badley and David 

Welham who organise the days. Thanks to Tom too, as he provided the live bees which 

are always an attraction. Summer Shows (in good weather especially!) are 

such a good way to promote our craft ...and enjoyable!  See you at the AGM  

News  

The active season with the bees is over, I hope you have had a good yield and able to take advantage of the 

nectar flow when it arrived some two weeks earlier than normal. I reached a milestone in my beekeeping this 

year by producing over a thousand pounds of honey in the season and there is still the heather crop to bring in. The wasp attacks on the hives 

have been particularly bad this year with any small colony vulnerable. Sadly for some of our new members at the apiary it has been a hard lesson 

learnt. For those still with bees the preparation for wintering bees during September must be attended to with Apiguard to cut down the varroa 

numbers and feeding to replace the honey taken off and to get the queen laying again to produce the all important winter 

workers that will see the colony through to the spring. The beekeeping year has well and truly started. 

Chairman's Letter 

Zdenek Kumpel wrote: òThis hornet was in 
front of one of my hives, helping himself 
(should be herself I suppose) to one of my 
bees. Focused for sufficiently long time for me 
to go to the shed, grab a jar and catch heró 

Speaking with one of our newer members I became aware that the old joke about when 
two beekeepers are together you get three opinions is not particularly funny when you are 
a beginner. In this case she had a problem and was given an answer by Beekeeper 1. 
Beekeeper 2 said he would do something else. Beekeeper 3 had yet a third opinion. Quite 
naturally she was confused and asked me what should she do? All of the beekeepers she 
consulted were very experienced and two were members of this Branch. 
That started me thinking. What should a beginner do? If you have a problem of course the 
natural thing is to ask for help but how do you go about it? Do you just ask one person? If 
not where do you stop? 
As an aside, we are looking at starting a mentoring scheme in the Branch which might 
help but it is a fact that we do have different views and ways of doing things. Fortunately in 
our Branch we manage this fairly well, as underlying this is a mutual respect for each other 
as beekeepers. 
Not only do we have different views, so do some of the textbooks! (The other old joke is 
that when something goes wrong the bees haven't read the textbooks. In my view perhaps 
the textbooks need rewriting). So what advice can I give? Here are my thoughts: 
- Don't go to everyone! Limit the number of people you ask. It helps reduce confusion.  
- Do your own research first. What do you think you should do? Have some views yourself.  
- Whether you are new or more experienced, don't be afraid to ask for advice. A year or so 
back I was unsure about the state of some of my hives and asked one of our members to 
take a look, which he was pleased to do and it was very helpful. He did preface it however 
by saying he wasn't sure what was happening in his hives either! 
- If you ask someone for advice, be prepared to take it. It is very demoralising to be asked 
for advice, to give it and then find it is ignored. 
- Make sure the person you consult is fully briefed, give them all the facts.  
- Make sure they are also aware of your level of expertise and what resources you have 
available. There is no point being told to perform some complex manipulation if you 
haven't got the equipment and there is an easier way. 
- Don't be afraid to ask why they recommend a certain course of action. It is much better if 
you understand the principles behind something. Often there are several ways of doing  
the same thing e.g. a Pagden versus a Snelgrove for swarm controlðto separate the 
brood and queen cell from the old queen. One beekeeper may prefer one method and 
another beekeeper the other. Once you understand the basic principle it is all clear. 
- Let them know how it goes. It is nice to know what happened.  
- Finally, remember none of us are perfect! Most of us get it spectacularly wrong at times.  
                                                  Don't hold it against us!            Stephen Brain 

ñSeven 
people went 
to the bees 
on Exmoor 
with me. It 
was cold and 
the bees 
were all at home. We looked into one hive and 
found that there had been no nectar flow but the 
colony was strong so all the colonies received 
2.5Kg of Apifonda candy each to keep them going 
hoping that the flow would start with the forecast 
óIndia Summerô the following week.ò   Tom Salter  

I have booked the restaurant for our Christmas 

meal on Fri. 4 Dec 09, 7 for 7-30pm, at 

Angelina's at Warrens Village, Colehouse 

Lane, Kenn. I will have a menu in a week or so 

together with the cost. I will ask Denis to send 

this to you by email and would appreciate if 

you intend joining us and what you want from 

the menu. We pay on the night.             Philip  



Copy date for the next Newsletter is  23rd September 2009 please                   Jaid 10/09 

Membersõ Corneré.. 

We welcome new members Kyriacos Paraskeva, Richard Hale and 
new associate members Dave Lancaster and Keith Santo-we wish 
you a very happy and informative time in the Branch. 
Sadly Roly Hazel died this summer. He was nearly 95. He was a 
strong supporter of our Branch being secretary for a few years and 
donating land for our first Branch Apiary. He took his basic 
assessment when in his eighties after many years of 
beekeeping ...and passed...and was always interested in new 
members. His greatest wish was that the Branch should have a óhome 
grownô Honey Judge.  

Notes from the Secretary Denis Sims 01934 732244 

  Among many other more minor items the committee has been 

working on the programme  for next year, which is now at an 

advanced stage. It will include two meetings at memberôs houses 

as used to be a regular feature of Branch programmes. Ivor Davis 

is working on the modules for the course that will be part of, and 

additional to the regular meeting programme. 

  According to the latest list that I have, the Branch currently has 

eighty-one members. This is considerably more than at the end of 

last year and significantly more than when I joined about ten 

years ago. The committee is concerned that the programme 

should contain items of interest to both old and new members, 

and would always welcome suggestions from either group. 

  There has been interest from new members in the possibility of 

a more experienced beekeeper being available to answer 

questions and give advice when they set up their own apiaries. In 

response to this the committee has made a list of experienced 

beekeepers who would be willing to act as mentors. Stephen 

Brain is arranging a meeting to review the Langford apiary 

experiences  this season and discuss what worked and what needs 

to be improved. He will also introduce the mentoring programme. 

It is hoped that it may be possible match up mentors and new 

beekeepers who are located in the same geographical area, and to 

agree on what sort of help is needed and can be given. 

  The Lower Langford apiary is heavily used during the season, 

and during the summer a semi-permeable membrane covered 

with gravel was laid on a small part of it to keep down weeds. 

This was a success, and the committee and farm manager, have 

agreed that most of the area under the hives will now be treated 

in the same way. 

                        FORTHCOMING EVENTS FORTHCOMING EVENTS FORTHCOMING EVENTS    
 

Sat. 28 Nov. 2.00pm  
 

Branch AGM & Speaker  
 

Chris Utting, Devon BKA  
Churchill Memorial Hall                                  Shared Tea  

 

Fri 4 Dec.      Branch Christmas Meal  7.00 for 7.30pm 
@ Angelinaõs Warrens Village, Colehouse Lane, Kenn.  

special diets can be ordered.  
 

 

If you have suggestions for meetings or venues please contact a 
Committee Member. 

There were not enough requests to order the polo shirts I am afraid. I will ask 

again after Christmas.  Jan Davis  

Portishead Flower Show                                 John Badley  
Despite being outside the marquee this year the 

Blagdon Beekeepersô stand at the Flower Show 

was a great success, thanks to the hard work of 

all the helpers.  We sold over £670 worth of 

goods and had lots of people interested in the 

demonstration hive, especially the youngsters. 

The weather was sunny and warm which 

brought the crowds out.  There is definitely a 

greater awareness of bees and their role in the 

environment that shows how effective the 

BBKA campaigns have been. 

Honey show results 
Liquid honey ï 1st Malcolm King, 2nd John Badley, 3rd David Hounsell 

Set honey ï 2nd David Hounsell 

Wax block ï 1st Malcolm King, 2nd Patricio Sepulveda 

Frame for extraction ï 2nd Phil Clemente 

Cut comb ï 2nd Phil Clemente 

There were 18 entries in all.  Our thanks to Martin Stickland for stepping in as 

Show Judge at the last minute.  
 

Winscombe Flower Show                                 David Welham 

The Winscombe Show was extremely well 

attended and the weather was ideal although we 

were in the marquee all day!  We sold over £240 

of honey and received quite a few enquiries 

about starting beekeeping apart from the general 

interest from the visitors. That is the good news. 

I was very disappointed with the number of 

entries to the show from our branch, in fact I was 

the only one, and consequently won the Roly 

Hazel Cup under false pretences. There were 

several cakes, fudges, and chutneys but all from 

non-members. It is a shame that of all our members, (over 70 now), none could be 

bothered to enter. Bearing in mind Tom gives up his valuable time to judge at this 

show I cannot see personally how this situation can continue and the committee 

should seriously consider the future of the Winscombe Show. 

Apiary Notes   Philip Clemente, Apiary Manager  01275 879697  nerja5@hotmail.com  
 

I would like to thank the experienced beekeepers who worked with everyone. I have decided to give up collecting swarms next year, 

and remain as Apiary Manager, the two disciplines are too much for one person. 

Keep feeding those bees, don't forget your Apiguard and beginners, talk to your mentor about Oxalic Acid. 

If anyone wants sugar this year, its in 1kg bags ( Tate and Lyle) and comes in 15kg outers. Cost at the moment is £8-55. i.e. 57p/kg. 

Autumn Feeding               David Housell    

At the Branch's September meeting at the Walled 
Garden, David Morris from Taunton showed a 
cheap method of feeding using washing up bowls. 
The photo shows the method currently in use on a 
member's hive; note the large feeding area. It is 
possible to obtain a trade card from Bookers food 
cash & carry warehouse at Avonmouth  & WsM 
by taking your BBKA card and sugar was on offer 
at 53p/kg".   

Apimondia 2009  Montpellier, France.    Ivor Davis 
 

Apimondia is the biennial world beekeeping conference open to scientists, 

commercial and amateur beekeepers. This year it was held in September in 

Montpellier -a beautiful city and the weather was also great. We only attended for 

one out of the 4 days because of other commitments. Apimondia is an eclectic 

mixture of high scientific lectures, a large trade stand and an opportunity to 

socialise with friends and colleagues from across the globe. The lectures were of 

great interest and it is clear that active research following the high losses across the 

world is now showing some pointers to why bees are suffering. There were new 

hives to inspect, new equipment and medicines and new ways to market hive 

products. We always enjoy meeting friends again who we only see every other 

year. Combining the visit to Apimondia this year with a holiday in France was very 

enjoyable but on reflection we would have liked more time to absorb more from 

the conference. In 2011 Apimondia will be in Argentina and in 2013 in Ukraine. 

We hope to be there and would recommend it to anyone for a good holiday and a 

way to learn more about bees and beekeeping. 

WINTER FEED  The Branch has a new supply of 

Ambrosia syrup for feeding your bees. Ambrosia is 72% 

sugar and partially inverted. If you buy dry sugar and mix it 

with water you might get to 60% with no inversion. We are 

selling it at £13.00 a tub (a tub holds approximately 30 lbs 

of liquid feed). The tubs are returnable and you can collect 

the full tubs from either Tom Salter (01275 870295), Phil 

Clemente (01275 879697) or Ivor Davis (01934 832825). 

mailto:nerja5@hotmail.com

